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3SHB 3900 - H AMD 262 ADCPTED 3-17-97

By Representative Costa

On page 102, after line 21, insert the follow ng:

"Sec. 36. RCW 72.09.460 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 19 s 5 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature intends that all inmates be required to
participate in departnent-approved education progranms, work
prograns, or both, unless exenpted under subsection ((3))) (4) of
this section. Eligible inmates who refuse to participate in
avai | abl e educati on or work prograns avail able at no charge to the
inmates shall |ose privileges according to the system established
under RCW 72.09. 130. Eligible inmates who are required to
contribute financially to an education or work program and refuse
to contribute shall be placed in another work program Refusal to
contribute shall not result in a loss of privileges. The
| egi sl ature recognizes nore inmates may agree to participate in
education and work progranms than are avail able. The depart nent
must make every effort to achi eve maxi numpublic benefit by placing
inmates in avail abl e and appropriate educati on and work prograns.

(2) The departnent shall provide a programof education to al
i nmat es who are under the age of ei ghteen and who have not net high

school graduation requirenents as established by the state board of

education. The programof education established by the departnent

for inmates under the age of eighteen nust consist of curricul um

that will enable the inmate to achieve a hi gh school diplom. The

departnent shall extend the program of education required under

this subsection to an inmate who is over the age of eighteen but

|l ess than twenty-one if the inmate was i ncarcerated prior to his or

her eighteenth birthday and failed to obtain a high school diplomm

before reaching the age of ei ghteen.

(3) The departnent shall, to the extent possible and
considering all available funds, prioritize its resources to neet
the followng goals for inmates in the order |isted:

(a) Achi evenent of basic academ c skills through obtaining a
hi gh school diploma or its equival ent and achi evenent of vocati onal
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skills necessary for purposes of work progranms and for an inmate to
qualify for work upon rel ease;

(b) Additional work and education prograns based on
assessnments and pl acenents under subsection ((4))) (5) of this
section; and

(c) O her work and education prograns as appropri ate.

((3))) (4) The departnent shall establish, by rule, objective
medi cal standards to determ ne when an inmate is physically or
mentally unable to participate in available education or work
progranms. Wen the departnent determ nes an inmate i s permanently
unable to participate in any avail able education or work program
due to a nedical condition, the inmate is exenpt from the
requi renment under subsection (1) of this section. When the
departnment determnes an inmate 1is tenporarily unable to
participate in an education or work program due to a nedical
condition, the inmate is exenpt fromthe requirenment of subsection
(1) of this section for the period of tine he or she is tenporarily
di sabl ed. The departnent shall periodically review the nedica
condition of all tenporarily disabled inmates to ensure the
earliest possible entry or reentry by inmates into available
pr ogr amm ng.

((4)Y)) (5) The departnent shall establish, by rule, standards
for participation in departnent-approved education and work
prograns. The standards shall address the foll ow ng areas:

(a) Assessnent. The departnent shall assess all inmates for
their basic academ c skill levels using a professionally accepted
met hod of scoring reading, math, and | anguage skills as grade | evel
equi val ents. The departnent shall determ ne an inmate’ s educati on
hi story, work history, and vocational or work skills. The initial
assessnent shall be conducted, whenever possible, within the first
thirty days of an inmate’'s entry into the correctional system
except that initial assessnents are not required for inmates who
are sentenced to life without the possibility of rel ease, assigned
to an i ntensive managenent unit within the first thirty days after
entry into the correctional system are returning to the
correctional systemw thin one year of a prior release, or whose
physi cal or nmental condition renders them unable to conplete the
assessnent process. The departnent shall track and record changes
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in the basic academ c skill levels of all inmates reflected in any
testing or assessnent performed as part of their education
pr ogr anm ng;

(b) Placenent. The departnent shall follow the policies set
forth in subsection (1) of this section in establishing criteria
for placing i nmates i n educati on and work progranms. The depart nent

shall, to the extent possible, place all inmates whose conposite
grade |evel score for basic academc skills is below the eighth
grade level in a conbined education and work program The
pl acenent criteria shall include at |east the follow ng factors:

(1) An inmate’'s release date and custody |evel, except an
i nmat e shall not be precluded fromparticipating in an education or
work program solely on the basis of his or her rel ease date;

(1i) An inmate’s education history and basic academ c skills;

(ti1) Aninmate’s work history and vocational or work skills;

(tv) An inmate’'s econom c circunstances, including but not
limted to an inmate’s fam |y support obligations; and

(v) Were applicable, an inmate’'s prior performance in
depart nent - approved education or work prograns;

(c) Performance and goals. The departnment shall establish
and periodically review, inmate behavior standards and program
goals for all education and work prograns. | nmates shall be
notified of applicable behavior standards and program goals prior
to placenent in an education or work program and shall be renoved
from the education or work programif they consistently fail to
nmeet the standards or goals;

(d) Financial responsibility. (1) The departnent shal
establish a formula by which inmates, based on their ability to
pay, shall pay all or a portion of the costs or tuition of certain
prograns. Inmates shall, based on the formula, pay a portion of
the costs or tuition of participation in:

(A) Second and subsequent vocational prograns associated with
an inmate’s work prograns; and

(B) An associate of arts or baccal aureate degree program when
pl acenent in a degree programis the result of a placenent nade
under this subsection

(1i) Inmates shall pay all costs and tuition for participation
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(A) Any postsecondary academ c degree programwhich is entered
i ndependently of a placenment decision nade under this subsection;
and

(B) Second and subsequent vocational prograns not associ ated
with an inmate’s work program

Enrollment in any program specified in (d)(ii) of this
subsection shall only be all owed by correspondence or if there is
an openi ng i n an education or work programat the institution where
an inmate is incarcerated and no other inmate who is placed in a
program under this subsection wll be displaced; and

(e) Notwi thstanding any other provision in this section, an
inmate sentenced to life without the possibility of rel ease:

(1) Shall not be required to participate in education
progranmm ng; and

(i) May receive not nore than one postsecondary academ c
degree in a program offered by the departnent or its contracted
provi ders.

If an inmate sentenced to life without the possibility of
rel ease requires prevocational or vocational training for a work
program he or she may participate in the training subject to this
section.

((65))) (B6) The departnent shall coordi nate educati on and work
progranms anong its institutions, to the greatest extent possible,
to facilitate continuity of programm ng anong i nmates transferred
between institutions. Before transferring an inmate enrolled in a
program the departnent shall consider the effect the transfer wll
have on the inmate’'s ability to continue or conplete a program
Thi s subsection shall not be used to delay or prohibit a transfer
necessary for legitimate safety or security concerns.

((£6)y)) (7). Before construction of a new correctional
institution or expansion of an existing correctional institution,
t he departnment shall adopt a plan denonstrating how cabl e, closed-
circuit, and satellite television will be used for education and
training purposes in the institution. The plan shall specify how
the use of television in the education and training prograns wll
i nprove i nmates’ preparedness for avail able work prograns and job
opportunities for which i nmates may qualify upon rel ease.
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((6H)) (8) The departnent shall adopt a plan to reduce the
per-pupil cost of instruction by, anong other nethods, increasing
the use of volunteer instructors and inplenmenting technol ogi ca
efficiencies. The plan shall be adopted by Decenber 1996 and shal |
be transmtted to the |egislature upon adoption. The departnent
shall, in adoption of the plan, consider distance |earning,
satellite i nstruction, vi deo t ape usage, conput er - ai ded
instruction, and fl exi ble scheduling of offender instruction.

((8))) (9) Following conpletion of the review required by
section 27(3), chapter 19, Laws of 1995 1st sp. sess. the
departnent shall take all necessary steps to assure the vocation
and education prograns are relevant to work prograns and skills
necessary to enhance the enployability of inmates upon rel ease.™

Renunber the remaining sections consecutively, correct interna
references accordingly, and correct the title.

EFFECT: The Departnment of Corrections (DOC) nust provide an
educati on programto a person under the age of eighteen who is
incarcerated at a DOC facility. The program nust enable the
inmate to obtain a high school diplona. If an inmate
i ncarcerated before the age of eighteen is unable to obtain
t he di pl oma before he or she reaches the age of eighteen, the
DOC nmust continue to provide a program of education for that
inmate, up to age twenty-one.



